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Robert D.Henry

t’s a measure of just how far eco-

logical sensitivities have pervad-
‘ed our culture when ultra-chic hair
salons, long bastions of the hardest
edge of contemporary design, em-
brace the thinking. For his latest sa-
lon in Manhattan, John Sahag, a fa-
vored stylist with the high fashion
crowd, brought together architect
Robert D. Henry and sculptor Kar-
dash Onnig to create a setting that
nods to the natural elements.

Developed during brainstorming
sessions, the project’s concept re-
sponds to the client’s interests in
mysticism and Oriental modes of
thinking, according to both Henry
and Onnig. Broadly, their scheme is
one that transforms the 3,200-sq.-ft.
site into a bamboo forest—albeit a
contemporized version where the
bamboo stalks actually are steel
rods; the stepping-stone entry is a
poured terrazzo composition of or-
ganic forms, and the rest of the floor-
ing is tinted concrete. But there are
also true aspects of nature within
this urban-situated jungle. A water-
fall-cum-fountain graces the entry,
while a series of water and earth “eco
systems” contained in ceramic cra-
dles brings the message to each pair
of styling stations.

The project’s raw materials may be
humble indeed, but the workman-
ship required to transform sub-
stance to site-specific items was any-
thing but. Every piece is custom; the
majority is handmade. Stylists’ sta-
tions (seven pairs of them) have
counter tops formed by an unusual
technique; concrete is poured into
burlap bags, allowed to dry, and
then the bag is peeled away from the
form. Shampoo sinks are ex-
traordinary creations of stainless
steel (see following process). The
gently curving bamboo rods, clus-
tered in groups of four, extend
through the ceiling to function as
conduits for wiring.

Lighting is achieved with a variety
of sources. For indirect illumina-
tion, there are color-corrected fluo-
rescent tubes within soffits, while
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incandescent lamps in both re-
cessed fixtures and custom metal
sconces add to the light level.
Credit is shared by David Currie.
The John Sahag Workshop was com-
pleted in one year for $375,000.
EDIE COHEN



An
environmental
0asis

is created

for the

John Sahag
Workshop.

Above and opposite: Earth, water and

greenery in custom ceramic cradles sug- E'odlp
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